Session: 241. Antibiotic Stewardship: Sepsis Saturday, October 5, 2019: 12:15 PM Background. Elevated levels of procalcitonin (PCT) reflect systemic inflammation associated with bacterial infection (BI). Compared with other acute-phase reactants, PCT levels more rapidly rise with BI and decline quickly as BI improves. A PCT protocol was implemented at University Medical Center New Orleans (UMCNO) in November 2017 that guided discontinuation of antimicrobial therapy in septic and septic shock patients if clinically improving with declining levels of PCT.
